THE STATUE'S PEDESTAL

A MEETING TO AROUSE A GENER-
OUS FEELING.

FOE MASS-MEETING AT THE ACADEMY OF

_ MUSIC TO-MORRGW EVENING-—AROUS-

*ING THE PEOPLE AS TO THE GREAT

FRENCH GIFT—COMMITTEES TO BE SE-

LECTED TO RAISE THE REQUIRED FUNDS.

The mass-meeting to be held in the Academy
of Music to-morrow evening, under the auspices
of the Ameriean committee on Bartholdi’s colos-
gal statue of ** Liberty Enlightening the World,” i3
§ntended to give to the public, by means of ad-
dresses by proziinent gentiemen, some idea of the
statue itself and of the necessity for the citizens of
this country, and particuiariy of New-York, Brook-
Iyn, and Jersey City, to come forward promptly
angd subscribe the £2 0,0C0 required by the commit-
tee to secure the podestal and provide for the eree-
tion eof the ficure when it reaches here next Sum.
mer. The committee wirhes it to be distinctly ua-
gderstood that no subscriptions will be called for
nt the meeting. the sole object being to arouse
public sentiment in rezard to the matter, and thus
pave the way for the work of securing the money,

which will be done in a great measure by the spe-
pizl committees 10 be apvointed at the meeting.
Admission to the academy to-morrow eveninz can
be had only by ticket, but tickets can be had gratis
pn application at the Fifth-Avenue and Windvor
Hotels, Brentane’s bookstore, No. 5 Union-square;
Hudnut's pharmacy, in the flereld Building: Wil-
son’s pharmaey, Broadway and Pine-street, and
Chaadler’s music store, No. 172 Montaguc-street,
Brooklyn.

spraking of the statue which {s to provs o great
an ornameny to our harbor, as well as a beacon
lizht to mariners such as will e iound vowhere
else in the worid, the Hon. William M. Evarts,
Chairman of the Amevican committee, who is to

reside at the meeting to-morrotw evening, said to
g Times reporter: ** During my last visit to Enrope,
in the Summer of 1351, I had repeated iuterviows
with M. Laboulaye, the President of the Franco-
American Union, which organized the enterprise,
and with DBarthcldi, the sculptor. 1 visited the
workshops anda savw tha models of tlie massive
statue as far ag they had been compieted, and its
success, both asa work of art and a skillful piece
of manufacture, as well as its completion at the
time indicated by the sculptor, are matters about
which no doubt whatevzr can be enteriained. In
the movement connected with the enterprise on
this side of the Atlantic I have never found any
diference of opinion, first, as to the splendov
of the coneception and the generosity of
the pift ou the part of the TIrench peo-
pie; secvond, as to the great and permanent
Interest whirh will attach to thir monament to the
true friendship of | the two countries {rom the tirne
of our fievolutionary stru;rele to the present day,
standing asit will stand asa permanent struacture in
our harbor, and, third. as to the obligations of our
citizens to contribute their half to the expenses of
the zompietion oifihie structure, whichis tobea
vermaneint possession of our own., Thercare many
indications that not only the opulent people of the
country wiill contribute liberally to the fund for
gecyring the pedestal, and setting up the mussivo
ficure. but that citizens of moderate means will
contribute in proporiionto theirability. Tho vress
Lias hithierto has been very kind in its notices on
different oceastong of the peuding project, and we
have derived substantial support in our work from
this sour-e, but the committee was unanimousin
jtx opinion that & great pubiic meeting for the
introduction of the enterprise to the peopls
of thisCity, and through the reports next morning
to the ecitizens of the country, was the method
o=t in accovd with the habits of the American
reopdle for launchine an euterprise which appeals
g0 lureely to aur patriotic feelinrs and to our senti-
ment of aphresiation of the sympatihy of the French
nation with our Governnient and eur people. 1
recgard the voluntary interest of percons in our own
community in the project, which will induce them
not only to send in their own subseriptions, but to
appeal to those around them fer aid in the work,
ax tl.e most ef2¢tive method that can be adopted
for the collection or the money reguired, and this
Interest it is the purpose of the cumrittee to
awaken, if possibie, by the meeting of Tuesdav
nichi. It will be an interesting meeting, at which
fine mmusic will be performed and addresses made
that will have no savor of dryness. We hope with
theze atiractious, if the weather is fine, to hava g
larze atdience, und we feel sitre that if we secure
thie audience we shall succeed in arons:ng the pub-
lic interest in the statue that we desire.

‘*gur committee,” continued Mr. Evarts, *‘has
been workinve very steadily since it was first orran-
ized., We have had a great many meetings, and
done a great deal of work of which tne public
kuows nothing, which, pevertheless, has tended
sreadily to the end which we sought, the raixing of
the money reguired to erect the statue, 'I'he press
. Was stirred us up once or twice for not otening our
subscripiion-bouvks and bezinning thie work of col-
Ivction sooner. We conld not reasonably do this
until the time for the completion of the figure was
definitely tixed and was approximately near at
hiand. 'That time has come now. and with it the
timme for vractical work. In a wealthy city liko
this it seems to me that there should be 1o
more diffienity In collecting 32i0,¢00 for sueh an
orject in tu days than thete wouid be in collect-
fne it in 50 many weeks. Ot course, wea hope and
expect to get some ot our fund outside the larre
rities lying directly in our harbor. The statne was
paid for by contributions from the whole French
reople.and it is presented to thisentire Nation. Still,
when it reaches here, it is to come to our locality,
It is to ornament this harbor, and it is & rather
dalicate matter Lo ask the whole country to pay the
gooater vart of the expense of erecting
suchh an  ornament, We feel that the
great  buik of the money must be raised
fiziit here in our midst, although we hope
au: believe that tbe patriotic impulse of the whole
country will be g0 arouszed that we shall receive
pub~eriptions to a greater or lesg extent from other
Lintes. After we have launched our enterprise by
mueans of the meeting on 'Tuesday night, we hope
to do a great deal with the thea res, muny of which
have already volunteered benefits for the fund,
From tae ladies, too, we expect to gain suhstantial
aid, cithier in iheform of 4 grand ball crafair. We
bave no doubt as to the success of our efforts ny
guon as the project is fuily understood by the pub-
i, and we wmean to make it uuderstood in our
meeting.”

o

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Published: November 27, 1882
Copyright © The New York Times



